FORUM OF THE CONVERGENCE OF CULTURES

ISTANBUL – DECEMBER 2010

As a continuation of the activities of the World March for Peace and Nonviolence, we feel the necessity of continuing to give signals of our proposals in order to surpass suffering in the planet and take advantage of all the work that has been done until now.

Through our experience in the World March and the contacts that were made with distinct cultures, we see a good opportunity to make a forum of convergence of cultures in Istanbul, taking advantage of various factors:

1. Continental crossroads and cultural areas (Europe, Asia – Specifically the Middle East)

2. Cultural European Capital in 2010, through the contacts that were made in the municipality of Istanbul, they offered to help this project.  As soon as possible, we have to formally ask for the logistics we need.

3. Contacts with social, cultural, political and religious movements, such as personalities, artists, and intellectuals of the zone.

4. To incorporate cities and countries where until now, we have not had permanent presence.

In the contacts that we have made with other movements, we have proposed the Convergence about basic points in order to be able to work together.

The proposal of the Convergence of Cultures is about the following points which we understand constitute the humanist base, past or present, in the distinct cultures which it is necessary to rescue.

The Humanist Attitude

1. The location of the human being as the central value and concern.

2. The affirmation of the equality of all human beings.

3. The recognition of personal and cultural diversity.

4. The tendency to develop knowledge beyond what is accepted or imposed as absolute truth.

5. The affirmation of freedom of ideas and beliefs.

6. The repudiation of violence.

As a form of participation in the teams of The Convergence of Cultures, we propose the connection through video conferencing so that when we have the Forum in Istanbul, there can be participation in other places and to promote the active participation without having to physically go there.

This Forum can be a good example of how to work in the future, connecting more points each time and organizing the Convergence of Cultures in a polycentric way throughout the whole world.

…………………………………………………………………….

Tomorrow day 4, in the multi-use room at 12 noon, there will be an interchange about the Convergence of Cultures and how we can advance and how to make images of the future more concrete, such as the participation in the base teams and images to work together in 2010.

